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11 T-P: An island of excellence this

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-P-An-island-of-excellence-this/articleshow/48127911.cms

YOU drive through the gates of this 501-acre campus at Amhara village, near Bihta on the outskirts of Patna, and you
find yourself in a different world altogether. This lush-green permanent campus of Indian Institute of Technology-Patna
(IIT-P) is currently being decked up for its grand opening by PM Narendra Modi on July 25. The construction work of
only phase-I of the project is on the verge of completion though.

For the D-Day a week on, a waterproof ‘pandal’ that can accommodate a 2000-strong gathering is coming up in front of
the administrative building. "The PM will fly into the campus by a chopper for the 75-minute function,” IIT-P registrar
Subhash Pandey said, adding however that the institute was yet to get the minutes of the programme.

The Patna IIT opened in 2008, operating to start with from a transit campus at Pataliputra Colony. The construction work
on its Bihta campus started in December 2012. The phase-I of the project, scheduled to be completed in 18 months, was
delayed due to several reasons, including an agitation by farmers who gave land for the project.

Almost a year after its phase-I deadline, however, the campus is ready to host students, staff and faculty members. "The
arch-shaped administrative building, three academic blocks for different departments, a tutorial building comprising
classrooms and separate civil, mechanical and electrical engineering workshops are ready," said an engineer at work on
Thursday.

While the students and faculty members may have to leave the perks of a capital city behind on shifting to Bihta, the very
grandeur of the campus will for sure give them a metropolitan feel. The four blocks of boys hostel have 940 single-
occupation rooms. There are a common room, a music room and a mess. The entire campus is equipped with Wi-Fi and
fire-safety devices, and all the buildings are painted in eye-soothing cream and beige.

The four blocks of the faculty quarters are painted in purple, however. One of these four blocks for now will be used for
providing accommodation to 100-odd girl students. The institute director's residence and a hospital are also ready. So are
the 2-BHK staff quarters. For uninterrupted power supply, the campus will have a dedicated 33kV electrical line for
which a receiving substation and two 11kV distribution substations are ready. Of course, there's a 24-hour power backup
in the form of a hi-tech genset. Plus, the electrical fittings are equipped with sensors; that is, if lights, fans or other gadgets
are left switched on in locked rooms, they will automatically get switched off.

The centrally-airconditioned buildings are earthquake resistant. In fact, the area is prone to quakes measuring 8 on the
Richter scale, but these buildings can resist tremors measuring up to 12. Conforming to the GRIHA (Green Rating for
Integrated Habitat Assessment) norms, the campus boasts of 25 to 30% green area.

"We tried to keep almost all the trees which existed on the campus; few which had to be felled have been replanted at
other places on the campus," an official said, adding the campus would also have at least three small ponds where
rainwater would be harvested and boating facilities provided.

The sports zone is ready with separate football and cricket grounds, all fitted with high-mast lights and other utilities.
Other playgrounds are also being developed. "This is one of the best-planned I1Ts with every minor detail from sewerage
and water treatment plants to open areas for expansion listed in its Master Plan," the official said, adding the road stretch
within the campus measures almost 10km.

A primary school building is also under construction, in which Litera Valley School will be opening a branch. A bank
branch is also part of the plan. The marketplace with 24 shops will be ready in the next six months while the girls' hostel,
an auditorium, a meditation centre, a children’s park, a lotus-shaped library and several other facilities are likely to come
up in the next few months. Beside the marketplace lies a huge plot for a mall to come up in future.

However, the saplings planted on the campus will take a few years to blossom into trees; so will the campus to turn into
the swanky township as envisaged in its Master Plan.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-P-An-island-of-excellence-this/articleshow/48127911.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Patna

Page 16 of 44

Business Standard ND 20/07/2015 P-11




Business Standard ND 20/07/2015 P-10

Page 17 of 44



Page 18 of 44

Dainik Jagran ND 20/07/2015 p-16




Page 19 of 44

Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani to discuss
education reforms at RSS meet

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/human-resources-development-minister-smriti-irani-
to-discuss-education-reforms-at-rss-meet/articleshow/48120147.cms

NEW DELHI: Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani is expected to meet senior functionaries of the RSS,
along with representatives of six affiliated outfits, on Saturday to discuss education reforms, making this her first formal
meeting with the Sangh this year and the second since the Modi government took over.

According to sources, Irani will atttended RSS' 'Shiksha Samooh' (education group) meeting on Saturday in which she will
interact with members of Vidya Bharti, Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh,
Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal, Sanskrit Bharti and Shiksha Bachao Andolan in the presence of RSS joint general secretary
Krishna Gopal.

RSS members told ET on the condition of anonymity that the agenda is to share Sangh's inputs regarding the new
education policy and to plan measures to instil nationalism, pride, ancient Indian values in modern education.

This government-organisational interface assumes significance in the backdrop of the ministry's effort to hold grassroot-
level consultations for drafting the new education policy and the NCERT recently conducting a workshop last month to
review history textbooks.

"Yeh meeting samanway ke uddeshya se aayojit ki gayi hai (This meeting has been organised for better coordination
with the government)," said an RSS functionary, who did not wish to be identified. "We will update her (Irani) about the
work being done by the Sangh in education, give our inputs and flag our concerns," he added Sources said that the issue
of vacancies at several important educational institutions including NCERT, CBSE and universities may also be raised with
Irani.

The 'Shiksha Samooh', organised just days ahead of RSS' three-day annual meeting in Nainital next week, was first meant
to be held on July 8, but cancelled at the last minute owing to Irani's ill health.

The minister underwent a minor surgery for a boil on her leg last week in Medanta Hospital in Gurgaon, which forced
her to skip the conference of central university vice-chancellors conference and the launch of the Rashtriya Avishkar
Abhiyanand. She was discharged only on Thursday. "Although she is still recuperating, she has agreed to attend the
meeting tomorrow (Saturday)," another RSS functionary added.
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11T Delhi, PU among top 2 per cent institutions of higher
education worldwide

There are sixteen institutions from India in the top 1000 that include 6 universities and 10
institutes including IITs, IISc, AIIMS and TIFR.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/panjab-university-iit-delhi-center-for-world-university-
rankings/1/452378.html

IIT-Delhi and Panjab University (PU), Chandigarh have been ranked among the top 2 per cent institutions of
higher education worldwide, a Center for World University Rankings (CWUR) report said.

PU has been ranked second among Indian Universities and 4th among all Higher Education Institutions of the
country. The university is among the 25,000+ degree-granting institutions of higher education worldwide in this
year's CWUR World University Rankings.

There are sixteen institutions from India in the top 1000 that include 6 universities and 10 institutes including
I1Ts, 11Sc, AIIMS and TIFR.

I1T-Delhi tops among the Indian institutions with a rank of 341 and an overall score of 45.54. lIT-Delhi is
followed by Delhi University(DU), Indian Institute of Science(l11Sc) and Panjab University. Thus, PU is second
among Indian Universities and fourth among all the higher education institutions in the country. Previous year,
PU ranking was 543 in the world and 5th in India. In 2014, PU was ranked after 1IT-Delhi, DU, 11Sc and IIT-
Bombay. This year, PU has an overall score of 44.8. Harvard University from USA tops the overall list.

The Center for World University Rankings (CWUR) publishes the only global university ranking that measures
the quality of education and training of students as well as the prestige of the faculty members and the quality of
their research without relying on surveys and university data submissions.

"It is great to know that Panjab University continues to be adjudged among the premier most academic institutes
of India in numerous national and international surveys that assign different weight factors to a variety of
parameters. An analysis of details of different rankings shall provide us guidance to set our priorities in
attending to different sectors, where improvements are urgently required if we are to retain our competitive
position, given our own limited resources and uncertain and inadequate Governmental support. The material
contributions from our alumni who have done well and the Corporate Sector are our hope for support, if we
have to bridge the gap between us and the rest of the Universities in China and South Korea. The PU faculty has
new confidence and enthusiasm today, | am looking forward to work with them during my second term,"” Vice
Chancellor,Punjab University Prof Arun Grover told Mail Today.


http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/panjab-university-iit-delhi-center-for-world-university-rankings/1/452378.html
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Prof. Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe took charge as Chairman of
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=35194

New Delhi: Prof. Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe, Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati has
taken over the charge as the Chairman, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). He Took charge yesterday (17th July, 2015
Jevening.

He served as Director, College of Engineering, Pune since 2006 on deputation from IIT, Guwahati. He has 29 years of teaching and
research experience.

Prof. Sahasrabudhe graduated from BVB College of Engineering and Technology, Hubli affiliated to Karnataka University with a
Bachelor’'s degree in Mechanical Engineering and was a gold medalist. Thereafter, he obtained his M.E. and Ph.D. from Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore in 1982 and 1989, respectively.

He also served as Lecturer and Assistant Professor at NERIST, Itanagar before joining IIT Guwahati as Associate Professor in 1995
and has been serving as Professor since 1999. He has taken several new initiatives in NERIST, IIT Guwahati and COEP for academic,
curricular and co-curricular activities, research and good governance. He is also Chairman, Basic Scientific Research (BSR),
Empowered Committee of UGC.


http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=35194
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Prez unhappy over HRD’s handling of IIT director’s quitting

http://www.hindustantimes.com/higherstudies/shevgaonkar-s-resignation-handling-prez-expresses-
displeasure/article1-1369607.aspx

President Pranab Mukherjee has expressed displeasure over the government’s last-minute request to approve the
resignation of former IIT Delhi director RK Shevgaonkar, who quit last year amid allegations that the Centre
was meddling in premier institutions.

The rare show of displeasure came after the human resource development ministry ignored Shevgaonkar’s
repeated pleas for relieving orders and submitted his files a day before he was due to quit on June 12,
information obtained through the Right to Information Act (RTI) showed.

Shevgaonkar’s resignation was the first in a series of high-profile departures from top institutions that have
rocked the HRD ministry, setting off Opposition complaints that minister Smriti Irani was destroying premier
academic establishments.

In March, nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar quit as chairman of IIT Bombay’s governing body following reports
of differences with Irani over the selection of three IIT directors.

While expressing “pleasure” in relieving Shevgaonakar of his duties on June 12, Rashtrapati Bhawan sources
confirmed the president, who is a visitor at the IITs, noted his “displeasure” for the late request.

But the HRD ministry spokesperson Ghanshyam Goyal said the delay was caused by the I1T-D governing body,
which persuaded the ministry to not accept the resignation initially. When the council realised Shevgaonkar was
adamant, they reconsidered, the spokesperson added. "We have in writing, the change in boards's position, and
we will convey it to the president,” he said.

The former director quit in December — two years before the end of his term — after reported tiff with the
department over payment of Rs. 70 lakh to BJP leader and former I11T-Delhi faculty Subramanian Swamy as
salary arrears.

The ministry denied all allegations and hinted at financial irregularities by Shevgaonkar in setting up an
offshore IIT campus in Mauritius.

After no charges were found, the ministry softened its stance and indicated the stalemate could be resolved by
allowing Shevgaonkar to join IIT Bombay as a faculty member.

After his resignation, Shevgaonkar wrote to the ministry in February asking it to treat his December resignation
letter as three months notice and relieve him on March 22.

When the ministry ignored his plea and relieving orders were not issued, the director once again wrote on
March 11 asking the ministry to treat this letter as his three months notice and let him leave the position on June
12.

But Shevgaonkar’s file was not forwarded to the president even after former higher education secretary SN
Mohanty recommended he should be relieved.


http://www.hindustantimes.com/higherstudies/shevgaonkar-s-resignation-handling-prez-expresses-displeasure/article1-1369607.aspx
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Sources told HT Irani differed with Mohanty, and hence Shevgaonkar’s file was kept in her office until almost
the end of his notice period.

"An IIT director just four days ago returns from Moscow with the President of India after having an all-
expenses paid trip to Moscow to do something on behalf of the 11Ts as the IIT director. Does that look like a
man who wants to resign?" Irani told a television channel in May.

Is there one invention, one technology, one idea produced by them that has helped make the society and the world a
better place, asks the Chairman Emeritus of Infosys.

Narayana Murthy questions the contribution of I11Ts and 11Sc
In the last 60 years

http://scroll.in/article/741723/full-text-narayana-murthy-guestions-the-contribution-of-iits-and-iisc-in-the-last-
60-years

The full text of the 2015 Convocation Lecture delivered at the Indian Institute of Science by NR Narayana Murthy,
Chairman Emeritus, Infosys Ltd, titled: How can you, the graduates of l1ISc, contribute towards a better India and a
better world?

Dr Kasturirangan, Prof Rama Rao, Prof Anurag Kumar, my friends — Prof Balaram and Prof Ramasesha — Deans, faculty
staff, guests, students, parents of the graduating student and, most Importantly, the graduating students, thank you
very much for your kindness in inviting me to be part of this wonderful occasion. | am truly honoured. Congratulations to
the graduating students. This is your day and have a great time. Today, | will speak to you about a subject that is very
dear to me. That is, how the students and former students of premier higher educational institutions like 1ISc can play an
important role in making India and the world a better place. | will use he to denote both male and female.

Science Is about unravelling nature and engineering is about using those discoveries and inventions to make life better
for human beings. IISc Is at the forefront of scientific and engineering research in the country. lISc has produced
students who have gone on to earn laurels in the most competitive places in the world. Your research is well cited
Therefore, lISc deserves to lead in the transformation of India by using the power of science and engineering.

Ideas and inventions

| was presented a book called — From Ideas to inventions: 101 gifts from MIT to the world — when | was in Cambridge
Massachusetts a couple of months ago. This booklet lists the various Inventions that MIT students, alumni, faculty and
former faculty have been able to make and transform this world. Let me list out at least 10 major inventions that MIT
has created in the last 50 years.

. lvan Getting and Brad Parkinson — Global Positioning System

. Hugh Herr — Bionic Prostheses

. Robert Noyce — Microchip

. Ray Tomlinson — E-mail

. Robert Langer — Slow drug delivery and polymer scaffolds for human tissues
. Ronald Rivest, Adi Shamir, and Leonard Adelma — RSA encryption

. Ray Kurzweil — Text/Speech Recognition

00 N O U B WN B

. Shiintaro Asano — Fax Machine


http://scroll.in/article/741723/full-text-narayana-murthy-questions-the-contribution-of-iits-and-iisc-in-the-last-60-years
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9. Andrew Viterbi — Viterbi Algorithm
10. Norbert Weiner — Cybernetics

These are just the 10 | have selected. These invention happened because students and faculty at MIT walked the
untrodden path, asked the unasked questions, used their intellectual prowess to take huge leaps, and demonstrate
unusual courage to achieve the plausibly-impossible. The story is similar at many other western institutions of higher
education. It is appropriate to recall that almost all invention like cars, electric bulb, radio, television, computers,
internet Hifi, music players, MR, ultrasound scanners, refrigerators, lasers, robots and many other gadgets and
technology happened, thanks to the research by Western universities. These Inventions have made our lives more
comfortable, have given us better health, made our lives more productive and brought us pleasure.

One invention, one technology, one idea...

On the other hand, let us pause and ask what the contributions of Indian institutions of higher learning particularly l1Sc
and lITs, have been over the last 60-plus years to make our society and the world a better place. Is there one invention
from India that has become a household name in the globe? Is there one technology that has transformed the
productivity of global corporations? Is there one idea that has led to an earth-shaking invention to delight global
citizens? Folks, the reality is that there is no such contribution from India in the last 60 years. The only two ideas that
have transformed the productivity of global corporations — The Global Delivery Model and The 24-hour workday — came
from a company called Infosys.

Yet, let us look at the problems that surround us here in India. We have the largest mass of illiterates in the world. We
have the largest number of children with malnutrition. We have the poorest public health service in the world. We have
the dirtiest rivers in the world. Our vehicles produce he highest carbon per vehicle in the world. We have the lowest per-
capita usable water in the world. Our primary education is one of the lowest quality in the world. | can go on and on. The
important thing is to recognise that this country has no shortage of problems to be solved urgently.

What is our hope? Our best hopes are youngsters like you. | do not find any difference in intellect, enthusiasm, energy
and confidence between the young students at Western universities and here at IISc. Yet, when our students leave the
portals of these institutions, there Is not much impactful work they have accomplished in research here. What is worse
is that there Is not much that they accomplish when they go into the real world here in India. This is an issue that the
elders of our society — academicians, politicians, bureaucrats and corporate leaders — must debate deeply, and act
urgently if we have to leave a better world for our children and grandchildren.

Recreate the magic

This issue has not received the attention of our Prime Ministers since the time of Nehru. During his visit to the US in
1962, he exhorted the about-to-finish PhDs to come back to India and play a major role in creating an India that the
rounding fathers of this nation wanted — an India where the poorest child in the remotest village had access to decent
education, healthcare, nutrition, and shelter. The result: Green revolution, white revolution, advances in atomic energy
and the space program. Folks, we have to recreate the magic of the sixties

How do we recreate that magic? For that we have to recreate an environment of utmost respect for scholarship and for
our Directors and faculty in the corridors of the government among bureaucrats, politicians and in our society. We have
to become more open-minded in welcoming foreign intellectuals and students. We have to create opportunities for our
students and faculty to spend time at well-known universities abroad. There must be free flow of ideas between our



Page 31 of 44

intellectuals and foreign scholars. The younger faculty must have full freedom to pursue their line of research without
any hindrance.

No higher educational institution can succeed unless it has good focus on research. Research thrives in an environment
of curiosity, daring, teamwork and a desire to solve problem around us. Ability to define problems independently by
students is an important input. It is a good idea to expose our undergraduates to research. Interactions and
benchmarking with global researchers, and attending and holding international conferences would enhance the
research mindset.

Next, let me come to what you, the passing out students, can do to enhance the glory of IISc, become useful engineers
and scientists, and make this a better country.

The first requirement is to develop an independent, inquisitive and problem solving mindset. Such minds create new
ideas. Focus on learning concepts. What is learning? To me, it is the ability to extract generic inferences from specific
instances, and use them to solve new and unstructured problems. After all, education is about learning to learn. You
have to relate the concepts you learn in the class to understand Ideas, real life events and phenomena around you.
Remember that every new problem you solve independently is a small, new discovery for you. They enhance your
confidence to solve bigger problems.

Second, democratisation of education is a necessary step in development and | congratulate 11Sc on its commitment to
it. However, it is important that [ISc does not lose the interest and zeal of the top ranking students in each class. Many
US universities have a good system of doing this. For example in such places, the top 10% to 15% students in Compute
Science are allowed to take the Honours version of basic subjects like Operating Systems, Algorithms and Data
structures, Automata Theory, Databases and Al. About two to three times the syllabus of the normal version is covered
in the class in the Honour versions and the examinations are set at a very high standard.

You should continue the habit of reading technical books and journals even after your graduation. | have created a
library of books like George Polya's How To Solve It, VJ Arnold's Mathematical Understanding of Nature: Essay on
Amazing Physical Phenomena and Their Understanding by Mathematicians, the three volumes of Feynman, and Donald
Knuth's four volumes on Programming. Please create a library, read at least a few pages every day, conduct thought
experiments, and apply that learning to solve problem around you.

While examinations are important to benchmark your level of understanding of a subject, extreme focus on examination
tends to reduce the deeper and long-term benefits of any earning. In my interactions with youngsters In India, | have
noticed that they tend to forget even basics of any subject once the examinations are over. Basic concepts will have to
stay with you throughout your life. You should apply them as often as you can, update them with contemporary
advances, and use them in your work to understand new ideas and solve new problems.

Any worthwhile contribution to the nation is only possible if you combine your competence with professionalism. A
professional is one who is dedicated to his or her profession and lives by its rules and ethics. He does not let personal
relations interfere with his professional dealings. He is fair and is unbiased. He makes objective decisions based on the
analysis of data. Everyone in the organisation, no matte how high or low in the hierarchy, is confident and enthusiastic in
dealing with him, He works hard and makes all sacrifice necessary to make the lives of the next generation of the society
better.

He has high aspirations. He believes in the adage: A plausible impossibility is better than a convincing possibility. His
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most powerful resources are his intellect, his knowledge and his value system. He keeps his intellect sharp, constantly
acquires new knowledge and conforms to his value system.

While he excels as an individual, he also works in full synergy with his team. To me, the best example of teamwork is a
symphony orchestra where several accomplished musician work in harmony under the direction of the conductor to
produce divine music. This is particularly crucial in today's world where large, complex projects have to be executed
through outstanding teamwork.

Just remember that every one of you can be successful. Success is the ability to bring smile on to the face of people
when you enter a room. People smile not because you are intelligent, powerful or wealthy but because you care for
them and you will use all of your competencies to make their lives better.

Have fun and be happy because only a happy mind can make a positive contribution to the society.

Finally, lead a life that your great alma mater will be proud of. Please show gratitude to your parents and your teacher
who have carried you on their shoulders and brought you this far. God bless you all.

Thank you.
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The art and science of IIT JEE evaluation

— By Sunil J. Kamat | Jul 16, 2015 12:00 am

http://www.freepressjournal.in/the-art-and-science-of-iit-jee-evaluation/

When | appeared for IIT JEE in 1975 — All India Rank (AIR) 31 — there was no objectivity or negativity.
After 40 years, in the beginning of 2015, I set off preparing my daughter for the JEE Advanced. The profound
sea change was expected. The evolution in the quality and the quantity of the students appearing for the JEE had
necessitated the expansion of the syllabus, enhancing the complexity and the introduction of objective
questions. To correct the anomalies inherent in the nature of objective evaluation, the 1T Joint Admission
Committee (JAC) imposed negative marks, reaching a peak of two negative marks out of four for a set of 30
MCQ in JEE Advanced 2015.

Anomaly is a slippery creature. The more one tries to detach it, the more deeply it entrenches itself. While
inflicting two negative marks on the hapless candidate ratiocinating to arrive at the correct answer, the JAC
hoped to foil the alarming advice rendered by some coaching institutes and websites, alarming, because a few of
the gurus encouraged the students to hone the craft of probability ‘to guess your way’ rather than master the
principles of Kirchoff’s Laws, derailing the essence of evaluation of engineering proficiency: ‘tips to cheat’, ‘do
a little guesswork’, ‘reverse engineer’, ‘discard highest and lowest outliers because in 60% cases they are not
right’ and ‘check the dimensions to filter options’. Though the specter of 50% negative marks might have
stopped the wizards of guessology in their tracks, it tripped the intelligent student to the former’s advantage.
Sometimes, especially in the JEE 2015, an unprepared student, who has not comprehended the fundamentals of
the problem and the topic and who cannot fathom an approach to solve it, nevertheless gains, over a student
with a fair idea of tackling the challenge, by guessing or not replying at all.

Consider a typical multiple-choice question with one or more than one correct options, where options ‘A’, ‘B’
and ‘D’ are correct and ‘C’ is wrong. The clueless candidate moves on to the next question without vacillating,
wasting no time and no marks, whereas the one having the grasp on the concept solves the problem, darkens the
‘A’ and ‘B’ bubbles, leaves the option ‘C’ untouched and unsure of the option ‘D’, does not mark it. The result?
Five minutes wasted and two negative marks awarded. If this were the first question, the first candidate attains a
pole position with respect to the later, for the remaining question paper. How this phenomenon affects the
ranking in various bands — 1 to 50, 100 to 200, 400 to 500 — is analyzed and can be given in a detailed article.

While the candidates are reeling under the burden of two examinations and the humongous syllabus, befalls the
third kneejerk reaction from the JAC — a third examination, a written section for JEE 2017 after the Mains and
the Advanced tests, testing subjective skills, no doubt resulting in more coaching, more hours per day and more
mess. An unviable attempt by the JAC to develop a machine-readable answerscript that can give credits to part
answers will be futile and make the scenario murkier. To vindicate and justify the development, the JAC will
force the framing of the questions to suit the half-baked and ill-conceived system, relegating the real purpose of
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the evaluation system to the background. The elite JEE Advanced should be demanding, but the students,
because we cannot find a simple and efficient evaluation system, should not be pulverized with three tests in
addition to the CBSC / A level and TOFFEL / SAT / GRE, all requiring different skill sets, all in one year, the
12th.

In mathematics, it is said, the best solution is the simplest solution. The present or the planned system, | am
afraid, is an unwieldy solution. And what is the problem? To rank the students accurately. The IITs, being the
sole premium institutes in India, attract the créme de la créme. She is enrolled at 11T before she is conceived. It
is this student, not the 11T, who makes the 1T a prestigious institute. The continual presence of AIR 1 to 50,
most of whom opt for Computer Science at IIT Bombay, can propel any decent institute into the top league. Do
we deserve this constellation of top 50? As a group, | am sure, they would rank within top two or three out of
the ensemble of top 50 engineering students of the batch from every country in the world, whereas IIT Bombay
ranks 222nd in the World University Rankings and 58th in the World University Rankings by subject 2015 —
Computer Science. The political system, though, has also contributed to this disappointing state.

In spite of the alluring prospect of absorbing the brightest students, despite compelling them to go through the
toughest training regime and assessment, the simple task of ranking them precisely is a failure. When | walked
into my hostel room for the first time on that eventful day in 1975, the message on the wall left by the passing
out senior exhorted me: ‘keep the tradition of this room, don’t sweep.” The question framing committee of 20
professors for each subject seems to take rather seriously the advice: ‘keep the tradition of JEE, err.” JEE
Advanced 2015 stumped the unsuspecting candidates with errors galore. The errors in physics paper alone
affected nine marks, enough to compel a student yearning for Computer Science to take up Aeronautical
Engineering. If a professor, with unlimited time and assistance of books, references and other professors, goofs
up in answering a question he framed, how can we expect a candidate, on his own in the examination hall, to
answer the same in three minutes? There is nothing worse that a student can take to the examination hall than a
sense that while he prepared well and is confident of securing a top rank, the glitches in the assessment or
ambiguity and errors in the questions or the answer keys, to be expected in JEE 2016 in spite of filtering by a
squad of 60 professors, might unsettle him, forcing her to tick a fifth option to every confusing question: ‘error
in question’.

Hence the quest for an elegant solution, lest the IIT entrance turns out to be a Barmecide feast for the deserving
student. When this battle of anomalies has been fought out and won, when an elegant solution has been
implemented, when the candidates have been relieved of the yoke of multiple tests and uncertainty, then it
seems as though all the suspended sediments and algae of aberrations and excesses, making the evaluation
system turbid, have been wiped out and the sparkling stream of the rankings rolls on. The key is to differentiate
between an effort succeeding in solving the problem substantially and ‘not attempted’.

In the good old days of the 1975 JEE, the dedicated examiners went through all the steps the student had
negotiated to arrive at an answer to assess the candidates accurately. Though ideal, this process is not feasible
now. To ameliorate the negative consequences of the objective questions, we can reframe them in the following
manner, dispensing with the proposed third test of JEE 2017.

Consider the solution to a multiple-choice question as ten steps of 10% each. In addition to the main question
with four options, set another ‘branching question’ with four more options for which the solution branches at
some point between step five and nine, traversing a further one to three steps. If the main question carries three
marks, the branching question can reward two. If even one of the two answers is correct, negative marks will
not be applicable. Otherwise, each attempted wrong answer will be penalized with one negative mark. If both
the answers are correct, total six, with an extra bonus mark, will be awarded. One can also eliminate all the
options and ask the candidates to write the final numerical answer, which can then be read by a machine.

If this scheme is calibrated, fine-tuned, intensified or diluted based on the question, it will achieve the desired
result.
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Android chief Sundar Pichai on lIT-Kharagpur alumni honours list

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/software/android-chief-sundar-pichai-on-iit-kharagpur-alumni-honours-
list/articleshow/48112820.cms

KOLKATA: IIT-Kharagpur will honour 11 of its eminent alumni, including Google's Android team head Sundar Pichai, with
the Distinguished Alumnus Award at its convocation next month.

Pichai, now the senior vice-president and product chief at Google, had completed his B.Tech in Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering from IIT-Kharagpur in 1993. Having joined Google in 2004, he now oversees Android, Chrome, and
Google Apps.

Among the honorees on August 9 will also be Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) chief S
Christopher, of 1980-batch, former NASA scientist and Bollywood filmmaker, Dr Bedabrata Pain, and world famous

bonsai artist, Peter Chan.

The premier engineering institute recognises the professional achievements and contribution of its alumni through the
Distinguished Alumnus Award each year on its Annual Convocation Day.

Students from 11T-B develop ‘internet vans’ for farmers

http://www.freepressjournal.in/students-from-iit-b-develop-internet-vans-for-farmers/

Mumbai : IIT Bombay (I1T-B) students have developed an ‘internet van’ with the aim of teaching basic
computer and internet skills to farmers, artists and students in the countryside. Officials said that new-found
digital knowledge could be useful for farmers or artists in checking the demand and supply of their products in
various cities. The journey of the bus will start in August.

Taking inspiration from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Digital India’ programme, Techfest of IIT-B started
an innovative project, ‘Internet for All’, aimed at spreading internet education. Techfest and Nehru Science

Centre had joined hands for the same.

Its objective is to spread internet education awareness among villagers and bring them within the mainstream of
society.

IIT students had developed a bus equipped with modern science and technology exhibitions to inspire
schoolchildren. The bus will travel from Mumbai to Delhi spreading much-needed internet literacy.

1T not the only goal; JOSAA allocation process still very
complex

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/iit-not-the-only-goal-jossa-allocation-process-still-very-co0-34924299

We live in a competitive world where students start chanting the word 'IIT" from the age of 16 and 17. Peer
pressure and the craze to crack the JEE, is the only thought looming in their minds and the business of IIT has
flourished only by inhibiting this dream in adolescents. Yet, there is a certain class of students who don't see
anything special in this prestigious institution. In fact, they don't even aspire to be engineers. This attitude
towards engineering seems minuscule today but its virility may pose a staunch challenge to several 11Ts in India
in the coming decades.
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At the end of Round 1 of the JOSAA allocations, the authority released a list of 12 students in the top 1000 All
India Ranks (AIR) of the JEE (Advanced) Common Merit List who were debarred from participating further in
the JOSAA process since they had not accepted the 11T seats allotted to. Upon speaking to them, PaGaLGuY has
confirmed that some of these students have joined I1ISC Bengaluru for a 4-year integrated BS Research degree.
Here is an account of five candidates from the list about why they decided skip an 1T seat.

Anjishnu Bose: "l got admission in 11ISC Bengaluru, BS Research in Physics just yesterday. | only applied for
IIT but did not accept the seat because | wish to pursue a career in research and I1SC is comparatively a better
institute for research. | don't want to be an engineer," says Anjishnu Bose, AIR 26 from Delhi.

Paarth Gulati: Another student, Paarth Gulati from Gurgaon, AIR 915 says, "I chose to go to 1ISC Bengaluru
because in terms of research, it is on par with foreign institutes. | gave my KVPY last year and was given a
confirmed seat in 1ISC in as early as February. The only reason why | gave JEE Advanced was because | have
been preparing for it since a long time. | wanted to have a broader band of options to consider before | took
final admission in any institute. However, since 8th standard | had decided that | wanted to get into research and
basic sciences and not be an engineer. | want to work in a research lab in a prestigious university in India."

Prakhar Gupta: Prakhar Gupta from Ghaziabad, AIR 233 also took admission in 11SC and aspires to conduct
research in untouched areas of Physics. His ambition is to publish research papers for the advancement of
society, rather than simply implementing pre-existing research into new machinery.

Arindam Bhattacharya: Arindam Bhattacharya from Bengaluru, AIR 307 has got admission in the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT, USA, where he will be pursuing a dual majors in Physics and
Electrical Engineering. Unlike the other boys, Arindam was inspired to apply to MIT by his school friends who
thought he stood a good chance at getting selected there. Arindam has also won accolades on the international
level. He participated in the Astronomy Olympiad in 2012 held in South Korea, where he won a gold medal. In
2013, he attended the Astronomy and Astrophysics Olympiad in Greece and the International Physics Olympiad
in Mumbai and has earned a bronze medal in both. "I had been preparing for my JEE since class 9 and gave the
exam only because | wanted to see how well | stood at the country level. I didn't think of it as competition. The
JOoSAA process offered me my first preference of 1T, but | turned it down because | want to make a career in
research.” When asked about why he didn't chose 11SC for his degree, he said "Research facilities in USA are at
par with that in India, but the freedom given to undergraduates in experimentation and exploratory studies is
more in the US."

Saim Dawood Wani: While all of the above students forfeited 11T for an enhanced opportunity, there is also a
student from South Delhi, Saim Dawood Wani, AIR 817, who is not satisfied with the seat allotted to him. He is
considering reapplying for the JEE Advanced next year in hopes to get a better rank and get placed in IIT Delhi
in Computer Science.

I1SC Bengaluru seems to be a popular choice among most students. One of the benefits of 11SC is that it allows
students to directly apply for a PhD after their graduation. The provision of skipping a Master's degree lets the
students save 2 precious years and achieve a doctor's title at a younger age. What is more startling is that all
three of them share a common fascination for research in Physics and wish to travel abroad to complete their
PhD. On contacting Paarth, he said that he got acquainted with Anjishnu and Prakhar on campus and was glad
to find people who share the same passion as his. Hopefully if they all succeed at their ambition, they could
bring alive an Indian version of the Big Bang Theory.

Money, pressure, passion, ambition; several factors sway students' considerations of an institute. But knowing
about the choices of these students, it sure seems that the craze for IIT is not as widespread as we think it is.
These students made choices that would enable them to fulfill their passion. But what about the the several
other students who have been burning the 11T candle in their heart for a long time and were left disappointed
after the first round of allocations? The JOSAA allocation process is very complex and creates hassles for
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students, parents and professors throughout the nation. With these students now out of the JOSAA process, do
the others stand a chance to be allotted in an 11T of their choice? Will these 12 vacant seats finally be offered to
top deserving candidates? What is even more disheartening for those thousands of students without a seat, is the
opportunities lost and the time spent in panic and fear of failure. And at the end of it, they are left with even
more confusion and frustration about the entire process of allocations.

UGC prescribes dress code

NEW DELHI, July 18, 2015, dhns:

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/489899/ugc-prescribes-dress-code.html

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has prescribing a dress code for students and faculty in
varsities and asked the vice-chancellors to ensure that only handloom fabric is used for ceremonial
dresses worn on special occasions like convocation.

Issuing a directive in this regard on July 15, the higher education regulator cited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s call for working towards welfare of weavers.

“The prime minister has emphasised on revival of handloom and improving earnings of the handloom weavers.
Handloom fabric not only forms an integral part of our rich culture and heritage but also provides livelihood
opportunity to lakhs of people living in the rural areas. Using ceremonial robes made of handloom fabrics
would not only give a sense of pride of being Indian but also be more comfortable in the hot and humid
weather. Greater usage of handloom garments for apparel would promote the handloom industry in the
country,” it said.

This comes ahead of the Modi government’s plan to roll out “India Handloom” brand on August 7, the day
Swadeshi Movement was launched on 1905. The objective behind rolling out of “India Handloom™ brand is to
promote handloom products in international market.

In another directive to the universities, the UGC has asked the vice-chancellors to introduce special chapters in
universities’ curricula to sensitise students about weapons of mass destruction and disarmament.

The National Authority, Chemicals Weapons Convention (NACW(C), which functions under the Cabinet
Secretariat, has decided that Education and Awareness should be a thrust area to create mass awareness for
chemical disarmament, it said.

The most important target is the youth studying in schools and colleges. The coverage of topics on such
important and vital issues such as weapons of mass destruction, disarmament and peaceful uses of chemistry

are “grossly inadequate” in curricula at University level, the UGC noted, referring to the recommendation of
NACWC.

“The young students who are well conversant and profound with scientific principals and advanced
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technological applications are largely ignorant of important international conventions like chemical weapons
convention (CWC), which have a bearing on the welfare of the entire humankind. You are requested to kindly
take necessary measures for inclusion of vital issues such as weapons of mass destruction, disarmament,
peaceful uses of chemistry in the university curricula,” UGC secretary Jaspal S Sandhu said in his letter to vice-
chancellors.

The UGC also asked the vice chancellors to sensitise the departments of mass communication and journalism
with the recommendation of second administrative reforms commission on combating terrorism.

Irani may open I1M-Nagpur on July 26

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/lrani-may-open-I11M-Nagpur-on-July-
26/articleshow/48119038.cms

NAGPUR: The long wait for Maharashtra's first 1IM in Nagpur will be over on July 26 when it would be
inaugurated in a ceremony to be held at Chitnavis Centre. Union Human Resources Development (HRD)
minister Smriti Irani has been invited as chief guest for the event to be held from 11.30am to 12.45pm. She,
however, hasn't confirmed her participation so far, sources in VNIT, which is hosting the 1IM-N initially, said.

Union minister for road and surface transport Nitin Gadkari and chief minister Devendra Fadnavis would be the
guests of honour along with 1IM-Ahmedabad director Ashish Nanda and other senior officials from country's
premier institution. VNIT top brass, including Board of Governors (BoG) chairman Vishram Jamdar and
director Narendra Chaudhari would also be present.

After the function, IIM-A director would interact with the media at 1.15pm, explaining facilities to be offered to
the students, plans to conduct flagship 'Post Graduate Programme in Management' and activities to be held by
the IIM-Nagpur throughout the year. Jamdar told TOI that all activities were being coordinated by IIM-A.
"VNIT auditorium is being renovated for our convocation on September 15 whee President Pranab Mukherjee
is expected,” he said.
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